
To see how your country compares in this year’s Expat Explorer survey, visit the interactive tool: www.expatexplorer.hsbc.com
The Expat Explorer survey was completed by 9,288 expats from over 100 countries through 
an online questionnaire, conducted by YouGov on behalf of HSBC Expat, in April and May 2014.
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Key findings

Expats at a glance

Canada 
is the most 

popular 
destination for 
retired expats

Brazil
has the highest 

number of expats 
who are seconded 

abroad by their 
employer

Italy

met their partner 
while living 

there

57%

Switzerland 
comes top as an 
all-round expat 

destination

China
is home to the 
highest earning 

expats in the 
world

Kuwait, Qatar  
& Saudi Arabia

moved for better
 job prospects

63%

UK
expats spend more 

time socialising 
with locals than 

with other 
expats

Thailand  
& Vietnam 
are the most 
cost-effective 

expat 
destinations

New 
Zealand 

tops the charts 
for expat 

experience and 
family life

Japan

of parents think that 
their children’s safety 
has improved since 

moving

94%

How many times have  
expats lived abroad?

Top 5 occupations 

Top 5 reasons for moving

have been an expat 
on multiple occasions

to improve job prospects 18-34 35-54 55+to boost earning potential

to be with 
family/ partner

to have a new 
challenge

Age

Taiwan 
has the best and 
most affordable 

healthcare system 
for expats

Education
Telecoms, 

IT &  
Internet

Construction
& 

Engineering

Marketing,  
Media, 

Creative

47%

to 
improve 
quality 
of life 31%

28%

46%

25%

17% 11% 9% 9% 8%
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Banking,  
Insurance,  
Financial  
Services

League table rankings

Expat Explorer overall

Switzerland

Singapore

China

Germany

Bahrain

New Zealand

Thailand

Taiwan

India

Hong Kong

Expat Economics

China

Switzerland 

Singapore 

Expat Experience

New Zealand

Bahrain

Singapore

Raising Children Abroad

New Zealand

South Africa 

Germany

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1

2

3

1

2

3

1

2

3


